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exercise of those rights which the law of the State permits to
religious communities, or which belong to them, according to the
ecclesiastical law.

6 5. The Old Catholics are not bound to "contribute to the eccle-
siastical objects of the New Catholics.

' 6, The Old Catholic communities are urgently recommended
to strive for the repossession of the property of the Catholic
Church, by administrative and legal proceedings.

' 7. The Old Catholics have the unqualified right to demand the
joint use of all churches consecrated to the Catholic service, since
the same are consecrated to the Catholic worship, whether we
assume that the church belongs to itself, or adopt the theory that
the end would justify us in demanding it, or whether, according to
the law of the land, the religious community is the possessor,
since the apostacy of the one cannot rob the other of its rights.

* 8. The  Old Catholics retain all rights to the other Church
properties, livings, schools, &c.

' 9. The Old Catholics have retained the claim to demand
sums granted by the budget for Catholic worship and instruction.

* 10. For the carrying out of points 5 to 7 the Old Catholic
Central Committee for each country will enter into an understand-
ing with the State.'

M. de Pressense, criticizing the proceedings of the
Congress in the Journal des Debats^ describes this
anxiety about the relations to the State as the weak
side of the Old Catholics. There is something about
it peculiarly German. In England it is a vexed
question if the State connection does good or harm.
In France the Protestant Synod decreed to ask sepa-
ration from the State. In Germany it is altogether
different. There every reforming party believes in
the State, and in the power of the State for good.
The relation of Churches to civil governments is by
no means a question so easily solved as some persons
suppose. A State must protect itself. This it cannot
always do if it is indifferent to what the people are
taught. A Church established in an empire, and